
 

MORE FOLLOWS… 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

The Cost of being Great Again: the future of impact 
investment in an isolationist world 

 
Roundtable on the current state of, and future changes to, social impact policy in the post-Brexit 

referendum UK 

 
The UK emerged as an early global champion of impact investment, pioneering a joint effort 
between governments and leading experts in finance, business and philanthropy to ensure a global 
set of common practices for the sector. Curating a market for impact investment was seen as the 
most promising approach to address financing shortfalls for the most pressing development issues, 
both at home and internationally. 
 
To discuss the ramifications of the new status quo, after the recent political changes in the UK, this 
Impact Exchange convenes leading stakeholders and practitioners in the area of social impact 
finance and policy. 
 
The Italian Embassy in London, PlusValue, and Finance Matters are hosting a roundtable this evening, 
January 23rd at 6pm on the future of social impact investment in the UK following the post-Brexit 
referendum. Hosted at the Italian Embassy by Ambassador Pasquale Terracciano, the panellists 
include Cliff Prior, CEO of Big Society Capital; Jason Eis, Executive Director of Vivid Economics; and 
Karl Richter, co-founder and Executive Director of EngagedX. The event will be followed by a 
networking reception. 
 
This event is part of a wider Impact Exchanges roundtable series organised by the Italian Embassy 
and PlusValue on the theme of social impact. The aim of these events is to keep pace with the 
current state of the art in the impact sector, to engage and enable an exchange of information on 
updated practices and policies between practitioners and stakeholders spanning the sector. 
 
The event will include over 50 stakeholders from across the EU and the UK, from a range of 
multilateral institutions, the private sector, and academia. 
 

Investments with a social impact are becoming increasingly important in both developed 
and developing economies, as a tighter state-welfare budget and more restricted public 

finances have created an opportunity for a creative new approach: integrating the public 
and private sectors and implementing systems of social services. – H.E. Pasquale 

Terracciano, Ambassador of Italy 

We want to explore the real impact made within the UK impact investment sector, 
and to discover who could take up the torch to bring the project forward in the 

future. —  Filippo Addarii, Co-Founder and CEO, PlusValue 

This gathering is a good opportunity to dive into the factors that have made the 
UK a global fulcrum for impact investment, at the same time exploring the levers 

that can be used to further promote the growth and the effectiveness of the 
sector. — Roberta Benedetti Del Rio, Co-Founder, Finance Matters 

 



CONTINUED 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 
 
Catherine Hughes, Head of Communications, PlusValue 
M: 07746198352 E: catherine.hughes@plusvalue.org 
 
Roberta Benedetti Del Rio, Co-Founder, Finance Matters 
E: Roberta@financematters.co 

 
NOTES TO EDITOR 
 
PlusValue is a non-profit organization working to design and test new financial and delivery models 
for common goods through the alignment of public and private interests. PV seeks to reinvent 
society’s definition of value through new cognitive models, institutions, and practices for social, 
environmental and economic impact. 
 
Finance Matters is a social enterprise working to educate and channel the talent base employed in 
the financial services into sustainable finance, impact investing projects and firms. Finance Matters’ 
mission is based on the belief that, in a financial system that has neglected broader externalities, 
driven and talented individuals can be the source of positive systemic change. 
 
Cliff Prior –Big Society Capital (CEO) 
Cliff Prior CBE took up the leadership of Big Society Capital in March 2016. Prior to that he was CEO 
of UnLtd, the UK Foundation for Social Entrepreneurs, for the last nine years. UnLtd has supported 
13,000 people to start new social ventures, with cash, coaching and connections, and backs people 
from start-up to investment readiness and major impact. He also chaired the mission alignment 
group for the G8 Social Impact Investment Taskforce, and has been an adviser to Government on 
health and medicines regulation, NHS modernisation, skills, and civil society. 
 
Jason Eis – Vivid Economics (Executive Director) 
Jason Eis served as Regional Director for the Global Green Growth Institute, where he oversaw 
programs in Latin America, Africa and India, supporting public policy and private sector investment 
decisions in the energy, transport, industrial, agricultural and forestry sectors. 
 
Karl Richter – EngagedX (Co-Founder & Executive Director) 
Karl is Co-Founder and Executive Director of EngagedX, which specialises in providing bespoke 
consultancy, thought leadership, advocacy and policy work. He works internationally across private, 
public and social sectors. Among other engagements, he has advised HM Treasury on EU social 
investment regulations; was invited to submit evidence regarding alternative finance to the UK’s 
Parliamentary Commission on Banking Standards; and has been asked by the UK Cabinet Office to 
represent the UK on social investment at EU level. 
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